
Capital:  Rabat (2000)

Largest City: Casablanca 3,357,000
2nd Largest City: Rabat 1,616,000

Urban
Population 15,902,000 City Sizes # of cities

lived in Urban 2.4% 10 million + 0
urban areas Rural -0.3% 5-9.99 m 0
in 2000. 2.5 - 4.99 m 1

.75-2.49 m 3

POVERTY IN MOROCCO
Urban Poverty 1,908,240 (wealthiest 20% divided by poorest 20%)

urban dwellers Nation ('95) 7.2
were below the Rabat ('93) 8.1
poverty level.

Economy &
Employment

(Country) 
Sector

GDP 
(2000)

Employment 
(2001)

Agriculture 14% 45% National 23.0%
Industrial 32% 19% Casablanca *
Services 54% 36%

Decentralization Sample Urban Area: Casablanca, pop. 3.4 million (2000) (UNCHS - HABITAT, 1998)

Able to set some of local tax levels Able to choose all contractors for projects
Able to set some of user charges Funds transfer is known in advance

Able to borrow all of funds Central government can remove local govt. officials

Infrastructure 0 Population without Water Supply in 2000
& urban dwellers (000's) % of rel. pop.

Basic Services lack water supply. Urban 0 0%
Rural 5,228 42%
Total 5,228 18%

0 Pop. without Sanitation Coverage in 2000

urban dwellers (000's) % of rel. pop.

lack sanitation Urban 0 0%
coverage. Rural 7,220 58%

Total 7,220 25%

First and Second Quintile of Income Distribution
Urban   

Poorest
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Poorest
Urban   
Poor

Rural      
Poor

National 
Average

Health Under 5 yrs-old. mortality rate (per 1,000 births, 1998) * 110.2 * 99.5 83.9
Children severely underweight (under 3 yrs.-old) * 4.1% 3.2% 3.0% 2.0%

Crime

Annual Growth 
Rates (2000-2015)

Urban 
Migration 

Trends

URBAN POVERTY Income Inequality

UNEMPLOYMENT

Cities experiencing the highest growth between 1982 and 1994 include Agadir, a coastal city, at 6.5% and Tanger at 
4.0%, in the northern tip across from Spain. Marrakech and Fes both had 2.8% growth in this period. A significant 
emigration was evident in Oujda, where 2.5% of the population left this city, which borders Algeria in the northeast. 
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36%

64%

36% of the 
country's poor 
live in 
urban areas.

100%

0% of people 
without water 
supply live in 
urban areas.

0% of people 
without sanitation 
coverage live in 
urban areas.

pop. (000's)

MOROCCO

38%

56%

66%

12%
88%

12% of 
the urban 
population 
is poor.

Urban Profile

Making
Cities
Work

100%

2000 Population 28.4 million

10-year Avg. Annual Pop. Growth 1.8%

GDP (2000) $105.0 billion

GDP per capita $3,697

GDP growth 0.8%

GNI per capita (2000) $1,180

World Bank Classification Lower Mid. Inc

Population Below Poverty Line 5.3 million

Secondary source data are not available.

UNEMPLOYMENT.  Repetitive 
droughts in Morocco have driven 
impoverished farmers and families to 
urban slums.   Unemployment in 
Moroccan urban areas stood at 21% in 
March 2001, affecting more than one 
million people. 80% of jobless are city 
dwellers, while the rate does not 
exceed 5.9 % in the countryside.  
Migration is cited as the reason for 
increased joblessness in cities
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Morocco Note: '*' signifies unavailable data. August 2002


